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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 5693 

CORRECTEDCOPY (OMISSION OF PARA 4 AND 5 BY 
DRAFTING OFFICE) 

E.0. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, NL 

SUBJECT: DUTCH CONNECTION WITH LATEST HIJACKING 
INCIDENT 

REF: STATE 257926 

1. AMB. SCHELTEMA, SENIOR FONOFF OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE 
FOR HANDLING TERRORIST INCIDENTS, GAVE DCM HIS 
PRELIMINARY COMMENTS ON LATEST HIJACKING INCIDENT AS 
OF MID-AFTERNOON NOV 22. PIECING TOGETHER VARIOUS NEWS 
AGENCY TICKERS, SCHELTEMA SAID HIJACKERS, NUMBERING TWO 
OR PERHAPS MORE. HAD IDENTIFIED THEMSELVES AS MEMBERS 
OF THE MARTYR AHMED ABDUL GHAFFOUR GROUP. THE LATTER 
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IS REPORTEDLY AN AFFILIATE OF THE ARAB NATIONALIST YOUTH 
FOR THE LIBERATION OF PALESTINE. HIJACKERS, WITH SOME 
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FORTY PASSENGERS ABOARD HAD LANDED THE BRITISH AIRWAYS 
VC- 10 AIRCRAFT AT TUNIS AIRPORT EARLIER IN THE 
AFTERNOON. THEY WERE DEMANDING THE RELEASE OF THE 
13 PALESTINIAN TERRORISTS, NOW IN EGYPTIAN CUSTODY, 

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE MURDER OF AMB. NOEL AND COUNSELOR 
MOORE, AND OF THE TWO TERRORISTS WHO FAILED IN THEIR 
ATTEMPT LAST MONTH TO FORCE THEIR WAY OUT OF IMPRISONMENT 
IN THE HAGUE. THE LATTER TWO TERRORISTS ARE AVOWED 
MEMBERS OF THE ARAB NATIONAL YOUTH FOR THE LIBERATION 
OF PALESTINE. 

2. SCHELTEMA HAD NOT YET RECEIVED ANY TELEGRAMS OR OTHER 
REPORTS FROM THE NETHERLANDS EMBASSY IN TUNIS BUT SAID HE 
SAW NO REASON TO DOUBT THE SERIOUSNESS OF THE TERRORISTS' 

DEMANDS AS REPORTED BY PRESS TICKERS. HE HAD BEEN DIRECTED 
BY HIS SUPERIORS TO ACTIVATE THE FONOFF'S CRISIS 
MANAGEMENT CENTER, TO BE MANNED BY HIM AND OTHER SENIOR 
OFFICIALS ON A ROTATING BASIS AS FROM 6:00 P.M. NOV. 22 
(LOCAL TIME). SCHELTEMA REFERRED TO STATEMENT BY FONOFF 
PRESS SPOKESMAN THAT COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, NOW IN ITS 
REGULAR FRIDAY SESSION, WAS DEALING WITH THE MATTER, BUT 
SCHELTEMA WAS NOT INFORMED ON ANY DETAILS. HE 
ASSUMED THAT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WAS WORKING 

ON THE BASIS OF THE SAME SEMI-FRAGEMNTED NEWS TICKER INFORMATION 
AS HE WAS AND DOUBTED THEREFORE WHETHER THEY WOULD BE 
IN A POSITION TO REACH ANY DECISIONS QUICKLY. 

3. DCM SAID HE HAD NOT YET HEARD FROM WASHINGTON 
(REFTEL WAS RECEIVED AFTER DCM RETURNED TO THE EMBASSY), 

BUT PROMISED TO STAY IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH SCHELTEMA TO 
EXCHANGE INFORMATION. IN ANSWER TO SCHELTEMA'S QUESTION, 

DCM STATED THAT USG AS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE WAS OPPOSED 
TO SUBMITTING TO DEMANDS AND THREATS OF TERRORISTS. 

DCM RECALLED USG'S STRONG REACTION TO RELEASE OF 
MURDERERS OF US DIPLOMATS IN KHARTOUM AND BELIEVED 
THAT WASHINGTON WOULD BE PARTICULARLY CONCERNED WITH 
HOW THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT HANDLED THE DEMAND FOR THEIR 
RELEASE. 
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4. ACCORDING TO ONE TICKER, THERRORISTS THREATENED TO KILL 
DUTCH, BELGIAN AND LUXEMBURG PASSENGERS IF THEIR DEMANDS 
WERE NOT MET. SCHELTEMA HAD NO CONFIRMATION, HOWEVER, 

OF ANY DUTCH NATIONALS ON BOARD. 

5. ANY IMMEDIATE TELEGRAMS BETWEEN 1800Z AND 0600Z SHOULD 
BE SENT AS IMMEDIATE NIACT. 

GOULD 
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